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Gloria i in FEE 1m1s Fame & 11 terra Pax Ho- 
minibus bonz voluntaris. 


Glory in the Higheſt to God,and in Earth Peace 
to Men of good Will. 


Theſe Words were ſung by a full Choire ef An- 
gels at the Birth of our Saviour, as we find 
related by St. Luke C. 2.v. 14. 


A tA? pen ! A little Hay ! Some 


oor Swadling Bands! A helpleſs Infant! 
7 lA young Maid ! An Ox!An Aſs!Whar 
A 2 | great 


2 


ereat Matter of Glory to God, or Subjcct of fo 


much Joy to the Angels 2 What 1s there in 
all this poor Equipage, that ſhould deſeryeto 
calldown theſe Noble Spirits from Heaven,to 
ſolemnize it's Triumphs upon Earth 2 096 
God! How different are thy Judgments from 
thoſe of Men ? And by how oppoſit Ways 
doſt thou ſeck thy Glory, from thoſe which 
Men take to eſtabliſh Theirs? Mer place all 
their Glory in great Riches, magnificent Hou- 
{cs,braveApparcl,ſumptuous Entertainments, 
numerous Attendants, and ſuch hke Supports 
of their Vanity and Miſery. But all the Glo- 
ry God Almighty deſigns to draw from the 
grcat Work of the Worlds Redemption ; be- 
hold, he grounds it on the Poverty, Humi- 
lity., and abjection of His eternal Son. Hence, 
as you ſce, for his Royal Pallace, he has pro- 


vided him a ruinous Stable ; for his Bed of 


State, a hard Manger ; for his Noble and nu- 
merous Attendants, an Ox, an Aſs, or at beſt, 
ſome few poor Shepherds. In fine, Inſtead 
of mighty Treaſures, and great plenty of all 
Things, the utmoſt extrenury of Poverty, 
This,Chri/tzans, this 1s the conduct Almigh- 
ty God has us'd with his eternal Soz,ar his firſt 
coming into the World: This 1s the Mo 
c 
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felt ; to give that Peace and Foy to Men,which 
the Angels this day publiſh to the World in 


their Chriſtmaſs Carol, of Gloria in @t/JEMIS Luke 2. 14, 


Deo, in terra Pax Hominibus bone voluntatis. 
Divine Spirit | enlighten my Mind, inſpire 
my Thoughts, help me to apprehend the de- 
ſign of thy Eternal Wiſdom in this aſtoniſhing 
Myftery. I beg this of Thee, by the Interceſ- 
fon. of the Virgin Mother, who this Day 
brought forth that heavenly Ch:/d, which She 
concerv d by the Operation of thy Virtue, at 
the fame time that the Angel ſaluted Her. 
Ave Maria, &Cc. 


Glory in the Higheſt to God, and in Earth 
peace to Men of good will, 


The Glory which Almighty God had in 
the World before the coming of our Saviour, 
ſcems to have been much eclips'd,and reduc'd 
to a very ſmall Point ; for the Devil, who no 
ſooner became his Enemy, but alſo turn'd his 
Rival; ſince he could not become like to God 
in Heaven, reſolv'd at leaſt to be ador'd for 
God upon Earth : And thence (as St. Gregory 


Nazianzen obſcrves,) he has endeayord to 
poſleſs 


hes ; 
he has taken to prirchaſe that G/ory to him- 


- 


4 


which he could not ſteal from the uncom- 
nzunicable Nature of his Maker. Cui Divi 
nitatem inCulis habere non potuit, in Terris ba- 
bere conatus eſe. | 

And indeed, if the Worſhip of Mex could 
encrea(c or letien the Majeſty of God; it his 
Glory were to be calculated by the num- 
ber of his Adorers ; one might thence think 
(which otherwiſe to 1imagin were a Blaſphe- 
my,) that Lxcifer-had got the upper hand: 
Since, 1t we reflect on the ſad Condition the 
whole World was in, before the Birth of our 
Saviour ; we ſhall find, that this proud and re- 


bellious Spirit was more worſhip'd,more glo- | 


rify'd by Men, than his Sovereign Lord and 


Maker. For 1t the true God was then wor- 
ſhip'd by the Fews ; falſe Gods were ador'd by 
all other Nations. If God had ſome- zealous 


Prophets to pronounce his Oracles ; the Devil 


had many Idolatrous Prieſts to publiſh his 
Lies, It God had an Altar conſecrated to hs 
Service in Hieruſalem-the Devil had many 
Temples dedicated to his Honor through: 
out the reſt of the World, If God was 
honor'd by the Sacrifice of Beaſts ; the: Devil 
was worſhipd by the Slaughter of Men. 3 
tnat 


poſſeſs that Divinity in the Opinion of Men, 


- * 
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that we are forc'd to own and lament, that 
before the coming of the Me/zas, the exter- 
nal G/ory of God, (which conſiſts in the Wor- 
ſhip of Mer,) was ſhut up within a narcow 
compaſs ; confin'd to one little Corner of the 
Farth. Notus in Judea Dens. 

But on this Day, God Almighty begins to 
do himſelf r:ght; He has fent down Is Ecer- 
nal Sox to vindicate his Honor, to eſtabliſh 
his Glory, to ſubdue Iis proud Rzval, to dil. 
poſſeſs him of the Empire he had gain'd over 
the Minds of Mex. St. Fobn, the tairhful In- 
zerpreter of his Deſigns, rells us, Thar 'ris for 


{ this the Son of God 18 come into the World, 


to deſtroy the Works of the Devil. . In hoc 


| apparxit Filins Dei, ut diffolvat opera Diaboli. 


And the Way he has taken to do this, 15 as 
ſtrange 1n it ſelf, as it has prov'd efhcacious 


| in the Effect. 


The Devil groundcd all his Glory on the 
deladed Imaginarions of his Followers. To 
make them Idolaters of his tatfe Deity ; he fir(t 
poſſcfs'd them with an erroneous Conceit of 
their ownGreatneſs.To perſuaqge them to offer 
Incenſe to the Strata's they had rais'd in his 
Temples , he froſt taught them eo adore the 
Liols he had fect up in their Mand's 3 Honor , 


Riches, 


Pial, 75. 


1 John 3. 8. 
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Riches, Pleaſure, are the three oreat Gods he 


_ on the Altar of their Hearts; to theſe 
1e makes them ſacrifice all their Thoughts all 


their Aﬀections, their Body, their Soul, their* 


Eternity, their All. He perſuades them, that 
all their Glory conſiſts in worldly Greatneſs, 
all their Happineſs in an affluence of tempo: 
ral Riches, and their chict Beatitude 1n a full 
enjoyment of ſenſual Satisfaions. 

 Todeſtroy this Work of the Dew:l, to diſt 
buſe Mcn of theſe falſe Notions he had in- 
bu'd them with, the Sor of God 18 come into 
the World after the manner in which our 


preſent | So/emnity repreſents him to us; to \ 


ſhew -us, how little cſteem we ought to 
make of all the Glory and Greatneſs of the 
World; He would become a Ch:1d, He would 
appear little and abject; to quench in us that 
ardent Thirſt, we have after Riches ; He has 
reduc'd himſelf to the greateſt Poverty 1ma- 
ginable : To take out of our Hearts that 1inor- 


dinate Love of Eaſe and Pleaſure ; Hetbcgins 


his Late all in Szfferings and Mortifications. 
"Tis thus that FeſwsC5riſt moſt Succeſsfully 


eſtabliſhes the G/ory of God, becauſe 'ris thus 


that he moſt powertullyTriumphs over thoſe 
Vices which keep Men Slaves to the Deed 
An 


CF) 


And hence, when the Angels ſaw him laid thus 


low in_ the Manger; then it was that they 
begun to ſing G/ory to God, and Peace to Men. 
Glory to God, becauſe Feſus 15 come to cure 
our Pride by his Humility ; our Avarice by his 
Poverty; our Exceſſes and Intemperances by his 
Mortifications. Gloria in altiſſtmis Deo. Peace 
and Foy to Men of good will ; to Men that are 
willing to learn ef fuch a Mafter; to Men that 
are willing to be inſtructed by ſuch an Zx- 
ample; to Men that are willing to be fav'd 
by ſuch a Saviour. Pax Hominibus bone wo- 
luntatis. "Tis thus the Angels divide their 
Canticlez and 'tis thus-I ſhall divide my pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe. The Firſt Part whereof ſhall 
ſhew you, what our Saviozr did this Day for 
our Inſtru&tion ; The Second, what we muſt 
learn from his Example. What Feſ#s did to 
bea Saviour to Men; what Men muſt do to 
be ſav'd by Feſus. Theſe two Points make 
the diviſion of my Sermon, and Subject of 
your Attention. 


The Firſt Part. 


If the Wnior of the eternal God to our hu- 


man Nature,be aſtoniſhing; the manner of his 
| B coming 
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coming into the World 1s not a little ſur- 
prizing ! For tho an exceſs of Goodneſs might 
have carry'd him to this ſtrange Commu- 
nication of himſelf; tho the love of Men 
might have mov'd him to become Mar ; yet 
methinks, he might have done. it after the 


moſt honorable manner ; he might have ap- 


pear'd at the full Stature of a Man, and ac- 
compliſh'd with all the Perte&ions human 
Nature 1s capable of. Bur to Cloath himſelf 
with our Mortality, in its meaneſt Dreſs; to 
ſhut himſelf up for nine Months 1n the Bowe!s 
of a Woman ; to come-into the World under 
the Form of a Child; . to haye Reaſon in it's 
higheſt Perte&tion, and yet to be reduc'd to 
the Condition of an Infant 3 This 1s what a- 
ftoniſheth Heaven and Earth; this 1s the ad- 
miration of Angels and Mer. 

| And certainly,Chriſftians, whoſoever ſhould 
reflect well on the Majeſly, . Infinity, Immen- 
ſity, Eternity, and the reſt of Gods glorious At- 
tributes, and then ſhould behold a Child new- 
ly brought into the World ; queſtionleſs, 
he would ſtand amazd,to think that the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven ſhould Inhabit within ſuch an 
incon{iderable piece of Fleſh ; that fo bound- 
lefs an Ocean ſhould be ſhut up within ſonar- 
row 
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row a Channel, that the eternal God ſhould 
become a Child, And yet thus it 1s, Chri- 
ſtians, the great God of Heaven is become a 
Child ; the Antient of Days isnewly come in- 
to the World; the eternally begotten Sor of 
the Divine Father, behold, he's born an I:- 


fant. Paruulus natus eft nobis, ©» Filins datus ta. g. . 


eſt n0b15. 

W hatſocyer therefore you have ſcen; what- 
ſocyer you 1magin to be the Condition of 0- 
ther Infants at their Birth ; think the ſame of 
your great God, for he1s become exactly like 


them 1n all things, excepting only Sin. He's ti. 4. :5. 


born Naked and Needy, like other Infants ; 
Weak and Feeble,like others ; He Weeps and 
Cry's like others ; He's wrap'd in Swadling 
Cloaths like others ; He Feeds at his Mothers 
Breaſt ike others, and ſomething below the 


- meaneſt Condition of all other Infants ; in- 


ſtead of a Cradle, He 1s laid in a hard Man- 
ger, expos'd to the ſharp Winds of a Win- 
ter Ni Bt the Wants and Incommodities of 


a deſolate Place. Pannis eam involvit, @ re- Luke x. 7. 


clinavit in praſepio. 

O Bleſſed Feſus! how do's this poor Lodg- 
ing ſuit with Thee, who haſt Heaven tor thy 
Throne,and the whole Earth tor thy + ? 
Þ 2: How 


IO 


How do's this Manger agree with Thee,who 
repolcſt in the Boſom of thy Divine Father ? 
How do theſe Tears become thee, who art 


the Joy of all the Angels in Heaven, and God* 


of all Confolation here upon Earth 2 How 
do's this want of Cloaths, this nced of a little 
Milk fallupon Thee, who feathercſt the Birds, 
feedeſt the Beaſts, and art abſolute Lord of 
the whole Univerſe ? 

Ah Chriſtians! let us ſtop and paule here 
a while; let our Heart ſpeak by it's Aﬀe- 
&ions,what our Tongue cannot utter by Ex- 
preſſions ; let us behold with a filent Aſto- 
niſhment, what wecannot diſcourſe but with 
Admirations and Exclamations ! 

The great God of Heaven become a Child! 
the increated Wiſdom and Word of God, ſilent 
and ſpeechleſs! the King of Glory lodg'd in a 
Stable! the Lord of all things, in Want and 
Poverty ! 

Oh Heavens! What think you of this? 
Or rather, Dear Chriſtians, (ſince 'tis for you 
He's born,) what think you of this * Why 
think you, has the great God of Heaven 
thus humbled himſelt upon Earth > Why did 
He chooſe to come into the World after 


this ſtrange manner ? I ſay,why did he chooſe? 


For 


TI 


For we mu't not 1magin, that theſe Things 
happen'd thus by chance. "Twas not the Un- 
kindneſs and Inhumanity of the hard-heart- 
ed Bethlemites that forc'd him into a Stable. 
'ewas not their refuſing his Mother a Lodg- 
ing, that oblig'd him to lye-in a Manger. 
Oh no! Hethat can ſoften the Hearts of 7y- 
gers, could haye made his Mother find a 
Welcom amongſt her own Relations. He 
that places Kings on the Throne, could have 
raisd himfelt a Palace 1n the Fields of Beth- 
lebem. Twas not therefore any want of 
Power 'or Forecaſt; 'twas not any Ne- 
ceſlity, or chance that reduc'd him to this 
Condition. Other Infants mdeed; have it not 
intheir Power to chooſe the Time, the Place, 
and manner of their Birth ; but this divine 
Child, had all theſe things at his own choice 
and diſpoſal. And why then did he chooſe 
to be born in the depth of Winter, and ob- 
{curity of the Night 2 Why did he chooſe a 
Stable, a Manger, for his Lodging ?- Why did 
he call only poor Shepherds, to give him the 
firſt Welcom into the World? Ah! St. Ber- 
xard gives the true reaſon, when he tells us, 
All this was to confound the Pride and Va- 


nity of the World; to condemn che luxc 
| Eaſe 
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Eaſe, and Exceſſes of Men. Cur flabulun 
Chriſtus elegit ? Plane ut reprobet Mundi ol- 
riam, ut damnet ſeculiVanitatem. To inſtruct 
us by Example, before he could teach us by 
Words ; to convince us (ſay's St. Auguſtin) by 
his own Choice, what little Eſteem we ought 
to have of all the Glory, Greatncſs, Riches, 
Pomps and Pleaſures of this Life; He con- 
temn'd them all. Omnia terrena bona contemp- 
ſit Chriftus, ut contemnenda monſiraret. 


He choſe to be poor, that rich Men might 


not think themſelves happy ; He would not 


be rich, that poor Men might not think 
themſelves miſerable. He would want all 
that the World moſt eſteems ; He would ſuf- 
fer all that the World moſt abhors ; that we 
ſhould neither place our Happineſs in the one, 
nor fear any Adverſity from the other. Ut 
nec in iſtis queereretur felicitas, nec in iftis time- 
retur adverſitas. 

Chriſt ſaw that Men would loſe the Glo- 
ry of Heaven, by their ambitious Deſires 
of Temporal Greatneſs; and therefore He 
made himſelf ſo little. Chriſt ſaw that Men 
would forfeit their eternal Inheritance, by fix- 
ing their Hearts ſo much on the Goods of 
the Earth : and therefore He appcars ſo poor 

0 
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and indigent. Chriſt ſaw that Men would 
loſe the Joy's of Paradiſe, by indulging their 
Eaſe and Pleaſures in this Life; and therefore 
He choſe to lye in a Manger. Omnia terrena 
bona contempſit Chrifius, ut contemnenda mon- 
ftraret. 
O my God! ts here I own the greatneſs 
both of thy Mercy, and our Miſery ; 'tis from 
the ſtrangeneſs of this Remedy, that I come | 
co underſtand the depth of our Wounds ; Ex 5: 2:r». Serm. 
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conſideratione remedii,periculi mei eſtimo quan- tm. 


 titatem. Ah Chriſtians! How dangerous was 


our Condition? How deſperate was our Di- 
ſtemper, that ſtood 1n need of ſuch a Phy/+- 
cian? To what a heighth had our Pride 
carry'd us; that it ſhould be neceflary for the 
oreat God of Heaven to deſcend into aStable 
to abate it 2 How ſtrongly was our Heart 
faſtn'd and wedded to the Riches and Plea- 
ſures of the Earth; that it ſhould be neceſla- 
ry for the King of Glory to lye in a Manger, 
to diſengage 1t ? - Ex conſideratione Remedii, 
periculi met eftimo quantitatem. 

Bur, Chriſtians, will all this ſuffice ? Is the 
Remedy great enough for the Difcaſe ? Has 
7eſus Chriſt laid himſelf low cnough for your 


Example ? The great God of Heaven _— 
| M- 


( 14 ) 
himſelf the leaſt and loweſt of Mer: You 


great Ones of the Earth, will you thence learn 


ro be Humble? You little Ones, will you leave 
to be Envious or Ambitious ? ' The Ming of 
Glory has made himſelf the poorcitof Men : 
You rich Ones of the World, will you learn 
not to ſet ſuch a value on your Riches ? You 
poor Men, will you learn not to repine for 
your Poyerty, or murmur againſt Proy1- 
dence ? The Author of all Bliſs and Happi- 
neſs, lies ſhivering in a cold and hard Man- 
ger: You delicate Chriſtians of this Age, 
will you learn to Suffer ? 

Ah Chriſtians! What can be more con- 
vincing,than theſe practical Arguments of our 
divine Saviour 2 What can be more perſua- 
ſive, than the Rhetoric of this filent Babe? 
What can be more powerful than his Exam- 
ple, to difabuſe Men of thoſe falſe Notions, 
thoſe wrong Idea's, which Opinion and 
Cuſtom, the Principles and Practices of the 
World have fix'd in them? 

For, Chriſtians, if our Sovereign Lord and 
Maſter came thus into the World ; if He that 
had it in his power to appear all in Glory and 
Miajefly ; 1t He that could have abounded 
with all Plenty and Magruficence ; if He, I 


lay, 
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fay, choſe the Poverty and Ignominy of a Sta- 


- ble; what follows then, but that terrible con- 


ſequence St. Bernard draws from thence, viz. 
Thar either Chriſt is miſtaken, or the World 
15 1h a great Error; cither Chriſt knew not 
how to make a good choice,or Men are con- 


vinc'd to make a yery bad one : Aut Chriftus 5. 5: 
. falltur,aut Mundus errat. Chriſt made choice 


of Poverty, and Men fly it as the greateſt 
Miſery. Chriſt choſe to be in want, and Men 
feek nothing but Plenty ; Chriſt choſe toap- 
pear Little and Abje&t, and Men ſtrive all 
they can to grow Great and Glorious ; Chriſt 
choſe to Iye hid in the obſcurity of a dark 
Night, and Men fſeck all Means to publiſh 
and proclaim themſclyes to theWorld: Chriſt 
choſe to be born in the depth of Winter, to 
lodge in a cold Stable, a hard Manger; and 
Men ſcek nothing but the Eaſe, Commodi- 
ty, and ſatisfaction of their Body. Oh ! how 
contrary is their Choice? How oppolit are 
their Ways ? They are in two Extremes 


they cannot both be in the right; there- 5. 3m 


fore, cither Chriſt 1s deceiyd , or Men 
are under a great miſtake. Aut Chriftus fali- 
tur, aut Mundus errat. 
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And what think you, my belov'd Brethren? 
For whom will you pronounce? Is 7eſus 
Chriſt in the right ? Has the eternal Wiſdom 
of Heaven made a good Choice here upon 
Earth ? Do you approve of His Choice? Do 
you approve of His coming into the World, 
after that poor manner 1n which our Solem- 
nity repreſents Him unto you ? Do's his Sta- 
ble, his Manger, his poor and low Condi- 
tion pleaſe you? ' _ | 

If you approve of his Judgment in making 
ſuch a Choice, why then do you govern 
your ſelves by ſuch oppofit Maxims ? If you 
like his Ways, why are you ſo unwilling to 
tread in his Szeps ? It you eſteem the Pover- 
ty and Humulity of the Infant Feſus, why do 
you fo greediy thirſt after the Riches and 
Honors of the World ? 

Alas ! "tis here that we Chriſtians too often 
imitate the Fews, who had a high Eſteem, 
a great Veneration for their Me/tas, whilſt 
he was at a diſtance ; whilſt they beheld him 
in their glorious Propheſies; but when he 
came amongſt them, they would not take 
notice of him. The longing expectation of 
ſo many Ages, the deſ1r'd of all Nations, the 
ſo much wiſh'd for Mefias ; when He came 
| into. 
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into.the World, they would not knoweHim, 
becauſe of the low and abject Condition he 


appeard in. In Mundo erat, &* Mundys eum jou 1. 10. 


207 cognoutt. 

And juſt thus it goes with us Chriſtians. 
We, Honor, we eſteem Feſus Chriſt at a di- 
ſtance; but if He come near us, or begin to 
draw us near to himſelf; Oh ! then we pre- 
ſently fly from him; we are aſham'd of his 
Company ; we find him troubleſome to us. 


He- appears all in Poverty,and we can eſteem 


nothing but Riches and Plenty; He talks to us 
of Humiliations and Abjections, and we de- 
fire tobe Efteem'd and Honor'd ; He ſpeaks 
of Sufferings and Mortifications, and we loye 
nothing but our Eaſe and Pleaſure. 

Thus you ſce, we 1mitate the Fews; we 
honor Jeſus Chriſt at a diſtance, but when 
he comes near us, we know him not ; we 
eſteem the Poyerty of our Saviour, fo long 
as it remains with him in the Stable ; we 
admire and blefs his Sufferings, his Mortifi- 
cations , provided that he keep them cloſe 
ſhut up with himſelf in the Manger ; but if 
he bring any of his Poverty into our Houſe, 
into our Family ; if he communicate any 
ſhare of his Sufferings to us; Oh! then we 
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are of anothcr mind; then we find a.thou- 
ſand Reaſons to diſapprove of them ; we have 
a thouſand Pretences to excuſc our ſelves 
from admitting of them. ; 

Hence, at the ſame time that we ſeem to 
approve, we really diſapprove of Chriſts 
Choice ; we like, and diſhike his Ways ; we 
eſteem, and condemn his Judgments. Whilſt 
we only diſcourſe of Things; whilſt we ſpeak 
of Him and his Proceedings, we are even ra- 
viſh'd at this admirable conduct of his Wiſ- 
dom. That our God, that our 'great God 
ſhould become a Child ; that He ſhould be 
born in a Stable, lodg'd in a Manger; that 
He ſhould come into the World after ſuch a 
poor and humble manner. Oh! *twas the 
moſt incomparable Method he could take, 
to cure the Wounds of our Soul ; 'twas the 
wiſeſt Choice he could make, to ſhew himſelf 
Our Saviour. 

But when He would apply this Remedy to 
us ; when, He would make the ſame Choice 
for us, which weſo much approve of in him; 
On! chen we are of another Judgment; then 
we do not ſtick to fay, (atleaſt by our Acti- 
ons and Bchay1or,) we do not ſtick to fay, 
Chriſt 1s decciy'd; the eternal Wiſdom of Hea- 


YET; 
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ven 15 miſtaken in the Choice he would make 
tor us. Chriſtus falitur. Titles of Honor, Pla- 
ccs cf Reſpect, Worldly Dignities, Riches 
and Plenty,arc much better for us ; theWorld 
knowcs beſt how to make a good Choicefor 
us ; the World 1s in the right ; Chriſt 1s de- 
cciv d. Chriſftns fa'itur, Mundus non errat. 
But, Chriſtians, how then ſhall Zeſus Chriſt 
be a Saviour to us 2 How ſhall he give Glory 
to God; or bring that Peace and Foy to Men, 
which you heard the Angcls publiſh this Day ? 
Muſt we defire this Divine Infant to return 
back again ro Heaven; to take ſome new In- 
ſructions, to reſolve on ſome new Counſels, 
ſome other Methods 2 Muſt we defire Him 
ro come to us after another manner, than 
that we now behold him in? He thought 
this the moſt proper to glority God, and ſave 
Men. His eternal Father 1s well pleaſed with 
it. He has ſent down a multitude of Angels 


to expreſs his Satisfaction: : Theſe Blefſed 


Fpirits no ſooner bcheld the Humulity and 
Poverty of his Birth, butthey preſently ſung 
Glory to God, And, I mult cell you, all that 
deſire to have any ſhare in that Peace and Foy, 
they publiſh'd at the ſame time to Mer, muſt 
be of the ſame Judgment : All that will be 


fay d. 
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ſavd by Chriſt, muſt conform themſelves t9 
the Mcaſures and Methods he has taken to 
betheir Saviour. What He came from Hea- 
ven to teach, we muſt learn upon 'Eatth : 
What Feſus did to fave us, we muſt do to be 
ſav'd by Feſus; which 1s what I am to dif- 
courle of in my Second Part. 


Second Part. 


 *Tis hard to ſay, whether it be more aſto- 
niſhing, that God ſhould not diſdain to be- 
come hike Men, or that Men ſhould dif- 
dain to become like God 2 That God ſhould 


come down from Heaven to teach Men, or . ' 
that Men ſhould be unwilling to learn of | 


ſuch a Maſter ? That He ſhould undertake 
to be their Phyſician, or that they ſhould re- 
fuſe to make ule of his Remedies? 

In the Firſt Parr of this Diſcourſe, we have 
ſeen how God has made himſelf Little, Poor, 
and Abject ; to teach us a Leſſon of Hum 
lity, Poverty, and Mortification. We have 
 feen alſo, how this heavenly Phyſician is come 
down to the Bed-ſide (as St. Auguſtin ob- 
ſervcs,) of ſick Man ; and He not only pre- 

{cribes him Remedies, but alſo to make chem 
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go down the caſier, he firſt makes tryal of 
them himſelf. Ad ſarandum grandem Agro- 
tum deſcendit omnipotens Medicus ; Humilia- 
wit ſe uſq; ad mortalem carnem, tanquam ad 
teclum Agrotantis. 

Bur who 1s willing to practice the Leſſons 
he reaches? Who is willing to apply the Re- 
medies he preſcribes? Which of you 1s re- 
folv'd to make his Humility an Antidote a- 
gant your Pride? Which of you is refolv'd 
to draw from his Poverty, a Motive to abate 
ſoracthing of chat Vanity in your Apparel ; 
that Superfluity in your Furniture; that Ex- 
cels 1n your Table 2 Let every one (fay's 
St. Berngrd,) examin hinz{elf, and ſec what Et- 
fect theſe powerful Remedics have wrought 


operentur tam ſalutaria Medicamenta, 

But, Alas ! my dear Brethren, 1s 1t not true, 
what the ſame Holy Father adds? Is it not 
true, that thereare ſome Chriſtians, to whom 
Chriſt 198not yct born; who are not willing 
co be ſav'd after the manner he has taken to 
be their Saviour; who are not really glad 
that Chriſt 1s come into the VVorld? Saunt 
quibus nondum natus eſt Chriftas. 


The 


Prior bibit \ſe- 
aicus ſanus, ut 
bibere non du- 
bitaret Agro- 
ts, 

St. Aug. Serm. 
59, de werba 
Aiits 


1n him. Cogitet unuſquiſq; quantum in e0' 
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The Angels were full of Joy at his Birth; 
and they made haſt to communicate this 
g00d News to Men, to carry them the joy- 
tul Tydings, that their Saviozr is born. Evan- 
gelizo vobis gaudium magnum quia natus eſt 
vobis Salvator. 

But, Chriſtians, are you glad to hear this 
good News ? Is it a Joy to you, to hear your 
Saviour 1s born? Certainly, all that are in 
Miſery, muſt needs be glad to hear of a $a- 
viour : And methinks every one in this Aſ- 
ſembly, ſpeaks the Content of his Heart, by 
the joytul Air of his Countenance ; every one 
ſcems well pleas'd to hear from the Angd|, 
that our Saviour 1s born. But, Chriſtians, 
arc you glad (let me once more pur the Que- 
ſtion to you,) are you glad to have the In- 
fant Jeſus tor your Saviour ? Are you wil- 
ling to be fav'd after the Method he has 
taken to be your Sawtour ? | 

I muſt then tell you plainly, He can no o- 
therwiſe be a Saviour to you, thanÞy taking 
out of your Heart that Pride, that Ambition, 
that Avarice, which have ſo long kept poſ- 
ſeſlion there: He cannot be your Sawioar, 
(once more hear 1t)but by taking out of your 
Heart that love of the World, that love of 
Honor, 
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Honor, that love of Riches, that love of Plea- 


ſure; which has been fo long Maſter of your 
Heart. And are you glad to hear of ſuch a 
Saviour? Areyou willing,that he ſhould frec 
you from thoſe pleaſing Enemies of your 
Salvation? Arc you willing that he ſhould 
tear from your Heart, thoſc ſo long ſettl'd 
Attcctions? Are you willing that 7eſus Chriſt 
ſhould make a total Change, an entire Con- 
verſion, a thorough Reformation in your 
Soul? Are you willing that he ſhould ſettle 
the ſame Judgments, the fame Aﬀections, 
the ſame Inclinations in you; which this Day 
you have ſcen appear in him ? In a word, 
Are you willing thathe ſhould make you like 
himſelf, as he has made himſcif hke you ? 
They that are not willing he ſhould do 
this ; they that will not permit him to do 
this, muſt look for ſome other Saviour ; they 
muſt with the ews, expect the coming of a- 
nother Me/ias : The Divine Child of Bethle- 
hem, 1s no Saviour for them ; the Infant Fe- 


ſas is not born for them: Sunt quibus nondum 
natus eſt Chriſlus. He 1s a Saviour, becauſe. 


he's Humble ; He is a Savioar, becauſe he's 
Poor; He is aSaviour,becauſe he Suffers. Who- 


ſocycr will not partake of his Humulity, of 
D his 
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his Poverty,of his Mortifications,ſhall haveno 
ſhare in hisRedemption ; He will be no Saviour 
to them. Sznt quibus nondum natus eſt Chriſtus, 
And what? Muſt then Rich Men diveſt 
themſclyes of all their Pofefions ? Muſt No. 
ble Men turn their Beds of State into Mangers? 
Muſt Kings and Qxeens leaye their Thrones, 
and retire into Stables, to partake of this 
Days great Bleſſing; to be fay'd by a Me/as, 
who appears all in Poverty and Humility ? 
No, no Chriſtians. The Divine Child of 
' Bethlehem, whom this Day you ſce worſhip'd 
—_ Shepherds, twelve Days hence you 
WI 
the exterior Marks of Honor or Humility, 
.of Plenty or Poverty, but the interior diſpo- 


| ſition of the Heart that he regards ; 'tis Po- - 


verty of Spirit, 'tis Hunulicy of Hear, that 
he requires 1n all thoſe that will be fay'd by 
him. Alaſs! there are many, who under a 
poor and abject Appearance, cover ambiti- 
ous and coyctous Minds ; who are ſtill com- 
plaining, repining, and murmuring againſt 
Providence ; and theſe Perſons, tho they arc 
poor and abject, yet have no comfort in the 
Poverty and Humulity of the Infant Feſus. 
On the contrary, There arg others, whom 


ſce ador'd by. Kings. Tis not therefore 


God | 
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God Almighty has plac'd in eminent Stations, 
who by the diſpoſition of Providence, not by | 
any ambition of their own Heart, are rais'd | 
to high Dignities; who poſſeſs vaſt Trea- 
ſures ; bur, as St. Azgaſtin ſay's of them, 
amidit all the Honors and Pomps of the 
World, conſerye an humble Heart to Gad. 
In ſuperbocultu cor Humile. Who, whilſt they $:. 4. Epit. | 
behold their Saviour in his Stable, look upon '** | 
themſelves with a holy kind of Contempt, to 
ſee their Condition ſo different from hus : In 
fine, who often pronounce 1n their Heart, 
what we read of the incomparable Queen He. 
fter ; who when She was at the heighth of all 
the Greatneſs and Glory a moſt powerful 
Monarch could raife her too, yet confident- 
ly told Almighty God, that He knew ſhe was 
{o far from taking any complacence in thoſe 
Honors, that ſhe rather fubnutced to them 
by Neceſlity, than affected them by Vanity. |; 
Tu feis neceſſitatem meam,. quod abominer ſig- £6, 5; , | 
num Glorie mea quod eſt ſuper caput meum, in | 
diebus oftentationis mee. 

To wear rich Apparel, to have a Houſe 
well farniſh'd, to receive the Reſpects and 
Submiſſions of Men, may be a decency due 
to the Rank God Almighty has plac'd you =: 

2 ur 


but to take pride in thoſe Honors, to delight 

in thoſe fine Cloaths, to buſic your Thoughts 
much about them, to ſet your Heart upon 
them, 15 a Vanity our Saviour condemns, by 
the Hunulity and Poverty of his Stable. 

To be Great, to be Rich, may be a Bleſſing 
of Heaven ; but to placc ones Happineſs in 
ſuch things, to thirſt vehemently atter them, 
is that great, that general Crime of theWorld, 
which the whole Life and Doctrin of our 
Saviour was a condemnation of. 

Thoſe Perſons therefore, whoſe Minds are 
always big with ambitious Deſigns, who are 
continually gaping after ſome new Prefer- 
ment 3 whoſe Hands are open on all ſides to 
receive Mony, who gripe all the Wealth 
that comes near them. Oh! thcſe are they 
who have no ſhare in that Peace, that Foy, 
which our New born Saviour brought this 
Day into the World. 

How much then are they deceiv'd 1n their 
Devotion, who, becauſe they were preſent 
laſt Night at the Divine Ofice; becauſe they 
heard the Three Mafes; becauſe they re- 
ceiv'd the Bleſled Sacrament ; therefore think 
they have done all that 1s requiſic to honor 
_ this great Feaſt? Alas! allthis 1s but the cxte- 
rior 
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' riorof this Days Devotion. The true Honor 
due to this Solemnity, 1s the diſcngaging of 
our Heart from the love of this World: 


'Twas for this, that Chrift was born in a Sta- 


ble ; 'twas fo: this, that he came down from 
Heaven, that (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks,) he might 
diſengage us from this wicked World ; that we 
might renounce all Impiety, and worldly Deſires. 
Whoſoever therefore will cheriſh in his 
Heart any of thoſe Deſires, any of thoſe 
Paſchons which Chriſt came to free us from, 
will find no-comfort in the Brrth of his Sa- 
viour. No, no, St. Bernard tells us plainly 
and truly, The poor Stable of Bethlehem, will 
afford- no comfort to thoſe that ſet their 
Hearts on Riches ; Chrifts low and humble 
| Manger, will afford no comfort to thoſe that 
| aſpire at 7itles of Honor, high Places of Pre- 
| ferment; His poor Swadling Bands, will afford 
| no comfort to thoſe that delight in fine 
| Cloaths. 
tes in ſiolis, non conſolatur praſepe &» ſlabu- 
lum, amantes primas Cathedras in Synagogis. 
Thoſe Perſons alſo, that live always out of 
themſelycs, that willl be always abroad, al- 
ways in Company and Entertainments, net- 
ther will they find any comfort in the _ 
tude 


Non conſolantur parni ejus ambulan- St. Bern, Sem. 


de Nativ, 


» 
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tude and Silence of the Infant Jeſus ; they | 


" chat will be always in Mirth and Jollity, will 
find no comfort in the Tears of this weeping 

Sr, nom Sem. Babe. Non conſolatur Chriſti Infantia garru- 
rate. Hos,non conſolantur Chriſti lacryme cachinantes, 


No, no, Chriſtians ; They that will find 
comfort in Feſus, muyt not ſeek it in things 


which he baniſh'd far from himſelf. Riches, 


Honors, Plays, Divertiſements and great En- 
tertainments, are not to be found in his Sta- 
ble ; and therefore, who ſets his Heart on 
theſe things, will neyer find Content in his 
New-born Saviour. 

You know well, two Perſons can never 
live eaſily together ; they can never find Sa- 


isfaction in each other ; they can never make 


up a laſting Friend/hip, unlefs they be fome- 
thing alike in their Judgments, in their Hu- 
mors and Ways. You fce what are the Ways 
of the Infant Feſus; you ſee his Humor, his 
Inclination 1s to be in Solitude and Silence, 
*Tis for this, that He choſe rather to be born 
in the Fields than Town of Bethlehem, that 
he might be far from the Noiſe and Diſtur- 
bances of this buſie World ; *tis for this, that 
the public Inns were no place of abode for 
him ; He choſe rather to Iyc in a Srab/e, than 

| not 
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not to be in Retirement. Whoſocyer there- 
fore deſires ro make upa Friend/bip with him, 
muſt be'of the ſame Humor; he muſt ſome- 
times withdraw himſelf from the Converſa- 
tion of Mer, and noiſe of worldly Affairs, if 
he will enjoy the company of Feſus in his ſo- 
tary Stable. 

You ſee alſo what 1s his Opinion, what 
Judgment he makes of Things, what Spirit 
predominates in Him : You fee, he eſteems 
Poverty, Humilicy, Lowlineſs, Mortification. 
Whofocver pretends to be his Friend, muſt 
be of the ſame Opinion, the ſame Judgment; 
he mult be acted by the ſame Spirit : For the 
Apoſtle tells us plainly, He that has not this 
Spirit of Chriſt, do's not belong to Chriſt; he 
cannot be one of his Friends. S7 guzs non ha- 
bet Spiritum Chriſti, hic non eſt ejus. | 

Chriſtians! Do you rightly apprehend 
this terrible Expreſſion of the Apoſtle 2 Re- 
fect a little on it. Not to belong to Feſus 
Chriſt! to have no ſharc un his Friendſhip 
to have no part in that Peace and Foy, which 
he brought this Day into the World ! Oh 
God! what a diſmal Sentence 1s this? S7 
quis non habet Spiritum C hrifti,hic non eft ejus. 
He that has not. his Spirit of Humility, his 

> | | Spirit 


eg ect 
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he do's not belong to Chriſt. Non eft ejus. 

Exanun therefore well your Hearts ; ſee 
whether you have this Sprrit of Chrift, and 
that you may not be deceryd ; (tor alas! the 
Heart of Man, is an Abyſs of Darknets : They 
that arc continually ſearching into 1t by their 
moſt ſerious Conſiderations, and pious Me- 
ditations, have difficulty enough to diſcover 
the ſecret Springs, and hidden Sourſe of that 
Prade, Avarice and Ambition, which lye deep 
rootcd in our Nature). Therefore, that you 
may not be decery'd in the Judgment you 
make of your Heart, obſerye how you be- 
have your ſelves in the Occaſtons and Tryals 
your Saviour gives you of manifeſting his 
Spirit, of imitating his Humility and Poverty. 
When therefore, you ce others preferr'd be- 
fore you; when you ſee them rais'd to great 
Honors, and your ſelf neglected and unre- 
garded : If you repine and murmur at this; 
when God Almighty takes away ſome tem- 
| poral Advantage from you ; when he leſſens 
your Riches by ſuch Misfortunes as he per- 
mts to fall upon you: It you arc tranſported 


with Trouble and Diſquiet of Mind ; 


tis a terrible ſign, that your eſteem of his 
Humulity 


Spirit of Poverty, his Spirit of Mortification: 
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Humulity and Poverty , was only in Fancy. 
and Imagmation ; 'tis an evident mark, that 
your Heart is ſtrongly ty'd to the Honors 


and Riches of this World ; *tisa convincing 


proof, that you are govern'd by ſome other 
Spirit than that of Chriſt ; that you are guid- 
ed by other Maxims, than thoſe he preaches 
trom his Manger. 


Alaſs ! Dear Chriſtians, Zeſzs was rich ; and. Prprer ws: 


he became thus poor for our ſakes, that he 


might quench in our Hearts that ardent ***<2>* 


Thirſt we have after Riches. He was at the 
heighth of Honor, Glory and Greatneſs ; and 
he has made himſclt thus Little and Abject, 
that he night beget 1n us a contempt of all 
worldly Greatneſs. He was incapable of ſut- 
tering any thing in his own Nature; and he 
has taken ours, that he may ſutter in all Kinds; 
and thercby give us an Example of Penance 
and Mortification, 

Let us awaken then (dear Chriſtians) ; Let 
us awaken out of that Dream, which the Fa- 
ther of Lyes has fo long deluded us with: 
Let us withdraw our Thoughts from thoſe 
Imvreſſions, which Cuſtom and Op1nion, the 
Principles and Practice of the World have 
imposd upon us : Let " leave the World 

tO 
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to think,and ſpeak according to its Rules and 
Maxims. Buttor us that are Chriſtians, let 
us govern our ſclves by the Maxims of Chrift; 
let us hearken to him, who 1s come from 
Heaven to be our Maſter : And no where 
do's he teach us more cfhcaciouily, than in 
the Myſtery of this Days Solemnity. The Sta- 
ble of Bethlehem, is the proper School of 
Chriſtians; the Manger, 1s the Pulpit from 


preach to the World. 
Let us therefore often enter into this 
School ; let us draw near to this Pulpit; let 
us hearken to this divine Preacher. He is Si- 
lent, but every thing (as St. Bernard obſcrves,) 
has a Voice; every thing Preaches : His Sta- 
ble preaches, his Manger preaches, his Swad- 
ling-Cloaths preach; his Tears preach, his very 
5. Ber erm. Filence preaches. Clamat Stabulum, clamat 
Ti er preſepe, clamant panni, clamant lacryme , ipſa 
Infantilia membra clamant ; © quid clamant? 
And what is't they preach ? They preach Hu- 
mility, Poverty, Penance, Mortification, con- 
tempt of all worldly Riches, Pleaſures and 
Honors. Clamant Humilitatem, Paupertatem, 


St, Bern, 4bid, 


&» commodorum Mund. 


Theſe 


which this great Evangeliſt firſt began to 
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Penitentiam, contemptum Opum, Deliciarum,” 
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Theſe are the great Leſſons Chriſt preaches 
from his Manger ; theſe are the important In- 
ſtructions, Chriſtians mult learn from this di- 
vine Maſter. By this, we ſhall joyn with the 
Angcls in giving Glory to God, and fit our 
ſclyes for that Peace, which God is come to 
give to Men. This Peace 15 the great Bleſ- 
{ing our New-born Saviour has brought us 
from Heaven ; the greateſt Happineſs we can 


. enjoy here upon Earth; and an Earneſt of 


that eternal Peace and Foy, we hope to find 
hereafter in Heaven, Which God of his 
infinit Goodneſs beſtow on your Sacred Ma- 
jeſty, and all this Pious Aſſembly. Amer. 


